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PBESIDENTIAL ADDBESS, 1915. 

THE BUSHMAN AS A PALAEOLITHIC MAN. 

By Dr. L. Peringuey. 

Two years ago I endeavoured to give as a subject for my Presidential 
Address a short retrospect of what was known then of the lithic industry, 
or stone-implement making, in South Africa. I was thereby led to bring 
into the subject the antiquity of the race or races of men who evolved 
these artefacts. It is the study of these relics which has enabled us to. 
postulate before he was discovered primitive man, whether ape man, man 
ape, or man as we now understand him. These relics have thus justified 
the whole edifice elaborated on the study of evoluated races of mankind,, 
and they have allowed us to follow his increasing mental development, 
but they have not thrown additional light on the geological or approxi¬ 
mate age of their early makers—an age which seems, however, to recede 
more and more until we are fronted by the possibility of an ancestor of 
the genus Homo in Tertiary times. 

Since I addressed you—and this is only two years ago—the discovery 
of a palaeolithic human skull and mandible at Piltdown (Sussex) may- 
prove to be epoch-making, because it has given us another genus of the 
Hominidae. In Australia, a skull, of considerable interest it is alleged, 
has been brought to light, and there has been found lately in South. 
Africa another, unfortunately very incomplete, which is likely to throw an 
additional gleam of light on this very obscure and much-debated subject,, 
the ancestry of the present man. 

In order to bring greater clearness in the handling of my subject,, 
which is greatly depending on the hypothesis of evoluated races, I must 
preface my considerations with a short account of these races. 

If we put aside Pithecanthropus, the Ape Man, we have now, as well 
established prehistoric races, the Neandertal Man (Neandertal Spy, La 
Chapelle, les Eyzies, Le Moustier, and perhaps also Gibraltar); earlier 
probably than the Neandertal is the Heidelberg Man, known from a 
lower jaw only, but truly an extraordinary relic. This is possibly con-. 
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temporaneous with, but more probably earlier than the Eoanthropus, the 
“ Man of Dawn,” a man found associated with flint implements of 
Palaeolithic type. It is in the mandible that the new genus differs from 
man ; the forehead is steep, and the brow-ridges are small, whereas in 
the Neandertal men the forehead is low and very sloping, and the brow- 
ridges are enormously developed. 

The discovery of the several examples of the Homo neandertalensis led 
to the belief that he was the ancestor of Homo sapiens, or man of this 
present period, at least in Europe. But another school prefers to see in 
the Neandertal man a kind of degenerated side branch that led nowhere. 
According to this school, the high forehead of Eoanthropus is a primitive 
character of the Hominidae, and the sloping forehead and huge brow- 
ridges of Homo neandertalensis are only secondary acquirements. If we 
were, however, to discover a human skull with a not very high, yet as 
nearly a vertical forehead as the Bushman, and also without very 
prominent orbits, but Neandertal in other respects, it would go far 
towards the assumption that the Neandertal race is not one that led 
nowhere. Such a find, however, is that of the ** Boskop Man,” a detailed 
account of which will be given you soon, I hope. 

The La Chapelle man, which, being the most complete relic of its 
kind, is more reliable for comparison, is considered to be a Middle 
Pleistocene man, and its lithic industry to belong to the Mousterian. 
The very little found with the “Boskop”—two flakes and a scraper— 
may be looked upon as resembling the Mousterian lithic industry. The 
scraper might be of any period either Palaeolithic or Neolithic, only that 
the object of this address is to show with perhaps additional proofs my 
contention that the Neolithic in South Africa is really unknown. There 
is here no hiatus, no distinct period of horn and bone, or both, asso¬ 
ciated with stone, in the manner obtaining in the Northern Hemisphere, 
and certainly no polished stone period, nor bronze period. One would 
naturally expect that what obtained in other parts of the world, such as 
the Northern Hemisphere, would be repeated here ; but it is not repeated. 
The great mass of documents now in our possession go far to sub¬ 
stantiate this conclusion. That there has been an evolution is patent, 
but to this evolution cannot be assigned a date (uncertain, of course, and 
not expressible in years), as has been possible in Europe, where the 
Neolithic evolves directly from the Palaeolithic. My object is to try and 
prove that one of the surviving races in South Africa, the Bushman, if not 
the direct descendant of the primitive men, our ancestors, has, either 
through a share in filiation or by contact with them, retained a part, if 
not the whole, of their culture until to-day. In order to give weight to 
my contention, I propose to compare our documents with those obtained 
in Europe and elsewhere, taking as an assumption that although 
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physical peculiarities can be separately evolved, manifestations of 
culture as expressed by manufacture and art cannot evolve on lines 
absolutely similar. If these lines are found to be alike in two or more 
separate regions, then it is safe to conclude that they are the expressions 
of the mental development of one race only. 


Lithological Divisions. 

Let us recapitulate the ten divisions, or lithological epochs, defined, 
as previously stated, by the character of the stone or bone imple¬ 
ments discovered at different geological levels, and with which occur, 
as often as not, remains' of animals that are either extinct, or of 
others that still survive although in sparse numbers, and lastly, of 
those which again form the animal fauna of to-day. Of these ten 
divisions it will be safer, for the present at any rate, to drop the three 
most ancient and little-accepted periods, namely, the Icenian, the 
Messinian, and the Strepvan, leaving thus, in the ascending scale, seven, 
namely: the Chellean and the Acheulean, forming the Lower Palaeolithic ; 
the Mousterian, forming the Middle Palaeolithic, and the Aurignacian, 
Solutrean, Magdalenian, included in the Upper Palaeolithic. Lastly, 
there is the Azilian, certainly a phase of transition that may or may not 
be included in the Neolithic. 

If we assume that the deductions from the history of the Great Ice 
Age are correct, this Azilian division would extend into “ Post Glacial” 
times, and may bridge the Palaeolithic and Neolithic periods. At the 
other (earlier) end the Chellean and Acheulean culture evolved during the 
Middle Interglacial epoch, and are followed by the Mousterian during 
the Second Glacial episode, which in turn is, in all probability, replaced 
by the Aurignacian epoch, theAge or duration of which lasts wholly within 
the Last Interglacial period, giving Nvay to the Magdalenian, the phase 
of which extends to the very end of the Pleistocene, the Azilian, as said 
previously, replacing the Magdalenian. These divisions of the Ice Age, 
based as they are on geological facts, are worthy of acceptance. Unfortu¬ 
nately, they do not apply to South and Central Africa, where, it is 
now safe to say, no traces of such glaciation exist. The climate here, 
during these Ice periods, was not affected thereby, and it may be taken 
for granted that during the Pleistocene, it remained the same as it is 
to-day. 

But the artefacts themselves, so abundant in our river gravels and 
elsewhere, their style, their possible contemporaneity with remains of 
Mastodon, and with certainty with two extinct Antelopes, much more 
ancient animals than those with which they have been associated in 
Europe, must make us accept the possibility—for in prehistoric studies 
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possibility is the only theory—either of contact with other races of 
Hominidae or identity of these races. The geological formations of this 
Pleistocene epoch renders the thing feasible. 

In Pleistocene times the Mediterranean was not the barrier it proves 
now, the continents of Europe and Africa were connected with Asia, 
and if they were not so during the very early periods of mankind, 
Eastern Europe and Asia were affording a land route to migrations. 
Early man was perforce a hunter. This point cannot be too strongly 
pressed; hunting means covering ground, game moves in search of food, 
so does the hunter. And thus the picture I drew for another publication 
does not seem, after all, an impossible one. 

“Let us assume that primitive man originated in Africa. When he 
invades Europe in the Ghellean times, the climate is attractive; he brings 
with him his primitive weapons, the weapons of the chase, defence or 
offence. Areth e ferae naturae which he has to encounter such formidable 
and unknown beasts as to daunt his courage ? Certainly not. Hyaena 
spelaea he knows well, it is the present H. crocuta, found now only in 
South and Central Africa; Hyaena hrunnea , occurring now from Senegal 
to South Africa, he also knows well. The tooth-sabred tiger or the cavern 
lion could have for him no more terror than his old acquaintance Felis leo 
or Felis pardus, the present lion and leopard whom, besides, he meets 
again in that country new to him. Is he frightened by Elephas antiquus t 
No; it is his old acquaintance now called E. africanus. Hippopotamus 
major is his old friend, H. amphibius ; Rhinoceros mercki he cannot 
distinguish from R. simus, R. bicornis, or R. keitloa. No such niceties in 
identification for him. He either defends himself against them, or uses 
his growing cunning in mastering them, especially the formidable cavern 
bear TJrsus spelaeus, which he has not met before. He finds no longer 
the numerous antelopes of his acquaintance, it is true, but Bos bison has 
the same attraction for him who has slain Bubalus baini or B. antiquus.. 
It is quite possible that he has not known these denizens of an intensely 
cold climate, the woolly rhinoceros, the mammoth, the reindeer. He 
would follow the animals which he knew, beasts driven back by cold 
to receding warmer climes—to climes where, as in South Africa, the total 
absence of traces of pleistocene Ice Age clearly proves that there did not 
exist at the time the increasing rigour of the elements that has come 
to prevail in the country whence he retreats, either following the 
migration of the game on which he subsists or migrating to where it is 
found still. 

“ And if he is not of African origin, if he is of the Neandertal-Chapelle 
race, but, unlike the latter, has not been able to accommodate himself to 
the new climatic conditions, then in his retreat southward and especially 
to the African continent, he probably accompanies, or comes across there. 
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most of his old acquaintances, if not all, many of them, i.e., the 
hippopotamus, the elephant, the hyaena. He finds himself among 
antelopes which he did not know, but horses which he knew. The 
hyaenas follow him, for is he not providing crumbs for them. He con¬ 
tinues the application of methods which he has perfected elsewhere. 
In his emigration southwards, where he no longer finds the flint nodule 
so easily worked into implements, he resorts to any stone hard enough to 
ensure its object; hence the use of quartzite, hence also the discrepancy 
in technique, more apparent than real, since ultimately the ‘ knapping ' 
becomes as perfect as that of the best flint. But the primary use for 
which the implements of new material are made is the same. They 
are intended to be used as picks or spades for digging trenches, cleavers 
to cut stakes or palisades, and the manufacture of other tools for domestic 
use here accompanies or follows that of the bouchers if it has not pre¬ 
ceded it.” 

Progress of Culture. 

Towards the end of the Mousterian are revealed indices of a culture 
other than that of the usual handiwork. They increase in the shape 
of better finished and more varied forms in the Aurignacian, to such an 
extent as to cause surprise. They improve again in the Solutrean, and 
make special forward strides in the Magdalenian, the latter called also the 
Reindeer period. 

It is this so-called “hiatus,” this solution of continuity in the progress 
of culture which perturbs antiquarians, and makes its explanation 
difficult, even by making the Solutrean period precede the Aurignacian, 
instead of following it. It must, however be remembered that in the 
Aurignacian time or epoch climate had become milder, thereby making 
possible again another immigration of a race of men whose mental 
abilities had reached a higher plane than that of the Mousterian man 
of Europe, and certainly in a milder climate. 

Had the primordial attempt at reconstituting man’s prehistoric evolu¬ 
tion on the basis of the artefacts he left behind him originated on material 
obtained in South Africa, it is plain, to me at least, that we should have 
had to adopt another nomenclature as well as to ascribe the dawn of art— 
the true test, after all, of mind’s progress to the Acheulean lithic period— 
which here is not differentiated from the Chellean and the Mousterian 
—because we have found unmistakable proof of their contemporaneity 
with the finest and best executed rock-carvings representing wild animals 
discovered anywhere hitherto. These representations, in which relief is 
combined with intaglio and pointing, are executed on a basaltic rock, by 
nature of extremely hard texture. A few inches below the surface, in 
a “ pan,” were found at one station very finely worked bouchers of different 
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sizes, but all large and of unmistakable Acheulean type. They are deeply 
and numerously pitted in the manner of those so abundantly met with in 
the Yaal River gravels and elsewhere in this country. The material of 
which they are made is that of the rocks on which the carvings have 
been executed, namely, basalt. 

I want you to remember in connection with the claim for great 
antiquity which I make for these bouehers, the proof of which I gave 
before you, some time ago, of the no less great antiquity of the Yaal 
River implements. A clean transverse fracture revealed the fact that 
closely and very deeply pitted as they were on the surface, the texture 
inside was not by nature pitted, and that therefore this outer pitting was 
due to weathering influences lasting for an incalculable period. In addition, 
it was also shown that round the periphery was a broad discolouration 
zone pointing to a beginning in the disintegrating action that would, within 
a given time, reduce to sand this very artefact of man. I showed also 
that not only the large pieces were so affected, but that the by-product in the 
shape of flakes were exhibiting the same zone of disintegration, in spite of 
offering less resistance, owing to their small size, to the long continuous 
action of the elements of which aeolian agency was, in all likelihood, the 
most potent. The same phenomenon obtains in these bouehers of 
Acheulean type found together with the Kinderdam petroglyphs. 

The white patina of the flint palaeoliths of Cisbury or Krapina falls 
almost into insignificance when compared with the action of ages on 
these South African palaeoliths. Yet they are connected with a mental 
development which points to a desire to fix certain events perhaps of the 
chase, perhaps connected with magic, as we shall see later on when I 
treat of pictures, painted or graved, and of others where both arts are 
combined. But the execution is of superior merit. It is not that of a 
beginner, but of an artist in full possession of his art; there is no 
primitiveness here in this effort of the hand prompted by the mind. 
Yet this mind is that of a being who, if we judge by his stone 
weapons, should be either anterior, the same, or allied to a man who, 
as the Neandertal, was very likely not able to express his thoughts 
or his deeds in articulated speech. But if the mental and physical 
development of both was the same, we must become reconciled 
to the supposition that this skill in portraiture was possibly developed 
because of the impossibility he found himself in to express the 
thoughts germinating in his working brain in understandable articulated 
sounds. This difficulty was due to the shape of his lower jaw. I think 
that the fragment of the jaw of our “ Boskop Man ” will also be found to 
have the same peculiarity. As to the brain, that of the Neandertal is far 
in excess, in point of size, to that of any race of mankind, and the skull 
is the longest known. 
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Revision Required. 

When in addition I add that on perhaps the best of these carvings 
figures a man only moderately conventional, pursuing an elephant and 
armed with a bow and arrow, you will doubtless agree with me that the 
accepted divisions of the Palaeolithic Ages will have to be considerably 
revised, if not materially altered, through the documentary evidence 
afforded by South Africa, and later on also probably from other South 
African zones. 

For in truth we have in the case cited one of the oldest forms of 
lithic industry coupled with the expression of an extremely well-developed 
artistic talent, together with an only slightly conventionally-drawn figure 
of man far better executed than most Magdalenian figures, and armed 
with a bow, a weapon unknown in the Magdalenian, as also in the 
Aurignacian times, but greatly in vogue in the Solutrean, which 
lithologically is characterized by its wonderfully well-worked points 
for darts and arrows. There is now a tendency to place the Solutrean 
before the Aurignacian. If this conclusion were accepted, it would 
explain the presence of Solutrean points carefully worked on both sides 
and of splendid finish, among the large and numerous palaeoliths found 
in the Swaziland gravels worked for tin. So numerous are these relics 
in parts of Swaziland, as also in the valley of the Yaal River, where 
diamond “dry diggings” obtain, that one might be superficially led to 
the conclusion that they are the tools of early miners, whereas both 
artefacts and minerals have gradually found their way to these deposits 
through extensive denudation of the higher levels of the country round 
the deposits. 

It is then during the three following periods, the Solutrean, Aurignacian, 
Magdalenian, that a culture expressed otherwise than by man’s handi¬ 
work bursts almost suddenly upon us. So sudden it is that it seems 
almost doubtful that it should have originated with the race of Mousterian 
man, and the question may again be asked : Is not this new culture an 
importation by a newer race, or obtained by contact from another race 
whose mental development had by that time been more rapid or less 
sluggish ? It is to this theory that I adhere, and my endeavour is to 
show that the Bushman, if himself not the ancestor of these Solutrean and 
Aurignacian people, may have been of them, and that he has retained 
many parts of their handicraft is equally certain, as will be seen from the 
evidence adduced. 

I have stated already that an amelioration of climate had supervened 
in the Northern Hemisphere. It seems to have as a result, judging from 
the great and still increasing number of stations located in Europe, 
induced an immigration or return of the men who physically differed 
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from the Neandertal. Of the Solutrean man we know nothing. But 
Mons. Obermaier, the well-known Anthropologist, working under the 
aegis of that generous patron of Oceanography and Prehistoric Antiquity, 
the Prince of Monaco, has quite lately discovered a skeleton in a well- 
defined Solutrean level in Bavaria. From this find much important 
information will be forthcoming. Of the Aurignacian man, we know two 
examples, the old woman and the young boy of the Grotte des Enfants, 
near Mentone. Both are pronounced to belong to a negroid race of low 
stature, plainly allied to, if not quite identical with the Bushman, who is 
a negroid race, and of very low stature. In some adjacent caves have 
been discovered steatopygous figurines. 

Thus we find proofs of the presence of a race akin to the Bush in the 
south-western part of Europe, and, moreover, of a race that is going to 
leave there proofs of its stay similar to those found in South Africa. 
It is these which we shall succinctly examine, for in an Address— 
which per se must needs be the generalization of a subject, a summary 
in fact—it is impossible to explain the deductions by means of examples, 
although I could not refrain from doing so in the case of the large 
picture here shown. 

The Race. 

The outward appearance of the Bush race has often been discussed and 
enlarged upon. The average height is 144 cm., or in. He is 
mesaticephalic and platyrhynchian. He is a negroid, it is true, but 
the length of arms is less than that of the negro. The forehead is not 
sloping like that of the latter, and is also broader. His two charac¬ 
teristics are the absence of a lower lobe of the ear and a heavy projec¬ 
tion of the upper eyelid. The Mongolian aspect, due to the great 
prominence of the cheek-bones, is quite fortuitous, and implies no 
connection with the latter race. The women, however, are remarkable, 
owing to natural characteristics found in no other existing races, namely, 
the elongation of the nymphae and the peculiar development of the nates, 
or buttocks, known under the name of steatopygia. This gluteal develop¬ 
ment doubtless stands as a reservoir of food, and is also present in the 
male, but in a very slight form. In the women the mammae become 
pendulous at a very early age. 

From Aurignacian deposits have been recovered a certain number of 
anthropomorphic figures in stone or ivory executed in round boss. They 
all present the same characteristic execution. “ The features of the head 
are not indicated; the breasts have an abnormal development; the 
globular protuberance of the abdomen is very strong, and steatopygical 
characters are very much in evidence.” I may add that these physical 
peculiarities are also to be found in numerous figures of prehistoric 
Egypt and in some of the iEgean Islands. 
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The Stone Implements. 

There is hardly a type of the Solutrean and Aurignacian stone imple¬ 
ment that cannot be matched in South Africa. Instead of being made 
of flint, a material that does not exist, it consists of sandstone, silicified 
sandstone, quartz, or any material hard enough to fulfil its purpose. 
Few, if any, large implements are used, except in certain parts where 
bouchers of rude manufacture are connected with double-end scrapers, 
and occasionally tanged arrows of the Solutrean type. In the caves or 
shelters of the littoral where a resemblance to the Magdalenian industry 
is noticeable owing to the use of bone, but is more imaginary than real, 
large tools have been found, but they have not been pared in the 
manner of the Palaeolithic bouchers, and it may be stated that the 
Bushman race, as we know it, had abandoned the fabrication of these 
heavy pieces if it ever knew it. One tool, however, would seem to be 
peculiar to them, and it is the “ Kwe,” or perforated stone, of which, how¬ 
ever, a few examples from the Mediterranean are known. But, as 
already stated, the lithic industry of the Bush runs parallel with that of 
the Aurignacian-Solutrean Man. 

Industry. 

The very great abundance of tiny parers, slender burins, which, with 
the equally small thin flakes used to barb their arrows, are found in 
almost every Station, is due to the manufacture of flat discs of ostrich egg¬ 
shell perforated in the centre, and of which strings used for ornaments 
are made. This style of bead is spread over Africa; discs have been 
discovered in tombs in the Nubian desert—as well as in very early 
Neolithic sepultures in Spain. 

Ornaments. 

In the sepultures of the littoral, upon which I look as necropoles, 
stringed rows of these tiny ostrich egg-shells were found on children, 
and female adults (they are likewise found in almost all graves of Bush 
and Hottentot women in different parts of the country), also necklaces of 
shells perforated in a very rude fashion for stringing; one of them in 
particular greatly resembles that worn by the women of Mentone. 
Teeth perforated for suspension, as in the old Solutrean, are not known, 
but flat discs, with a hole for suspension, are known, and in certain 
Stations bone discs and shells have been decorated on the edges, and 
carefully bored for suspension. The question if men bore more body 
ornaments than the women remains still open ; but I am inclined to think 
that they did. I considered at first as an ornament a cylindrical bone 
found in a cave shelter of Humansdorp. I am led, however, to look upon 
it now in the light of the Magdalenian culture, as a tube for the paint 
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which was not only intended for the parietal paintings of which I am 
going to speak, but also for body decoration. 

Paintings and Gravings. 

The reputation of Bush paintings is generally made. As long, however, 
as no comparison with other paintings of similar style and pigments was 
possible, this display of an artistic disposition of a member of mankind 
that was not looked upon as a remarkable instance of intelligence, was 
coupled with the result of brain power. But after the discovery in the 
shelters of the Aurignacian, Solutrean, Magdalenian epochs of objects 
graved by the men of these periods either on stone, bone, or horn, that of 
representations, often numerous, of animals and divers figures, painted 
and graved, the question arose if the latter especially were perpetrated by 
the men of the Reindeer Age. One of the most important of these was 
that of the Cave of Altamira in Northern Spain. Further discoveries have 
now settled the point that it is ascribable to Palaeolithic man, and the 
age to the Aurignacian. These caverns number now some thirty, the 
best known being eight in the Dordogne, six in other parts of France, 
and eight in North-Western Spain. The discovery of many more in this 
Cantabrian Region of Spain is proceeding apace. The animals often 
represented with as much fidelity as those graved on bone or horn are 
the mammoth, the two races of horses of quaternary age, the bison, 
reindeer, roe-deer, etc. From this enumeration it is seen that all these 
animals are either extinct, or have long ago migrated from the country ; 
and as it is impossible that man could depict an animal he had not seen, 
the contemporaneity of the two is therefore made absolute. 

Here the subjects chosen for our pictoriographs are also those of 
animals — classical scenes they may be termed—but the animals repre¬ 
sented are still with us, and thus do not give any indication whatever of 
the age of these relics. On the other hand, the large picture here 
exhibited was painted, as in Altamira, on the roof of a cave that stood 
some 25 feet from the floor. More open at the entrance than Altamira it 
would be more exposed than the latter to the destructive effects of the 
elements. But this nine feet fragment of a much' larger scene fell face 
downwards, and was thereby saved from the destruction that befell 
the remainder, of which no trace could be found. It is therefore per¬ 
missible to attribute to this piece of evidence as great an age as that of 
Altamira. If you follow my indications, you must recognize that in 
colouring, stumping of shades, and graved and painted technique united, 
the Zaamenkomst Bush painting does not fall below the artistic merit of 
the Altamirian artist. Nor is it all. In the latter cave we find some 
palimpsests, that is to say, animals painted and graved over another 
animal whose fainter outline implies a greater age. Similar palimpsests 
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are found in Bush paintings, not only in the classical, as I term it, but 
also in the “ peinture de genre,” in dancing or crowded hunting scenes. 
Now I take it in our case to be magic; it' is prompted by the idea of 
either wiping out completely a haunting reminiscence, or to show 
superiority. Often the superposed model is better executed. 

The Bushman paintings have, however, this superiority over the 
Aurignacian ones—that man and woman are represented, the sexes being 
unmistakable. In the Aurignacian certain monstrous forms are known, 
but man is not well delineated. Hieratic and conventional as many of 
our Bush paintings are, their style is found repeated in some new grottoes 
lately discovered in Spain, an ideographic style seems to prevail in others 
where the sexes are differentiated even when the male organs have been 
omitted or have disappeared. In the Bush, the peculiar long waist of the 
men (the appearance of which is enhanced by the steatopygia of the 
women) and other features mark the style as altogether his own. But 
the pigments used for these representations are the same whether used by 
the Aurignacian man or by the Bushman, namely, red and yellow ochre, 
charcoal and white clay. The toning of these ingredients is similar, the 
delineation of the animals equal in naturalism ; the eyes are present; the 
subject is often, but not always, finely graved, thereby uniting or rather 
requiring the united skill of sculptor and painter. 

We are, of course, endowing the Bush with the artistic disposition 
exemplified by the rock paintings attributed to him, although no one has 
seen such an aboriginal actually performing at his art. I have evidence 
now that for a brush he used a straw split at one end, and we know by 
numerous finds in situ of the pigments he used for his parietal repre¬ 
sentations, but we did not know until lately that his better work included 
also the art of graving, which really stands revealed now by few examples 
it is true, but unimpeachable. And they thus form a link between the 
engraved, unpainted subjects to be found within a certain perimeter of 
the Union. 

Of the merit of some examples I have already told you; of the age 
of their authors I have given you my opinion. But we have also another 
means of comparison in objects of similar merit and description, in 
Northern Africa this time, where an extinct Buffalo is delineated on 
rock in almost natural size, and with such a fidelity that the reconstruc¬ 
tion of the skeleton, when it was ulteriorly found, was based on the 
attitude of the animal as depicted by the primitive artist. We had a 
similar buffalo here, and I found its remnants in connection with the 
Aurignacian industry of the modern Bushman. 

These rock-g'ravings are not of equal merit, and it might be doubtful 
if after all they were made by the present Bush people, but in some cases 
that doubt must be put aside for the following reason. Certain painted 
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mythological scenes are known. In these the figures are those of man 
with an animal’s head, a long tail, and very conspicuous genitalia. We 
have now in the Museum three similar but graved scenes. They thus 
bridge the arts of sculpture and painting, and denote that the Bush 
people are or were capable of both. 

One fact, however, prominently stands out, and it is the naturalism 
expressed by the sculptor especially, but also by the painter. The 
animal’s attitude is life-like. The etching of a female Koodoo, evidently 
getting alarmed, could not be surpassed; that of the elephant flying 
before the hunter armed with a bow could not also be surpassed, and as 
for the technique, the corrugation of the skin is reproduced, the short 
tail is in the relief, etc., but man himself is only an accessory; few cuts 
with a stone delineate it well as a whole, but for him there is no especial 
enthusiasm. He is not the quarry; on this quarry the man’s mind is 
■concentrated, and on that alone, and so thoroughly is it so that the rest, 
man, is a mere accessory. This comes from being a hunter, the 
descendant of a race of hunters, one who had survived because he was of 
a race of hunters, whose craft primarily developed in one direction, the 
chase, to which everything else was subsidiary. In his earliest day his 
growing intelligence discovered the boucher, which it improved on until 
more craft developed, when the poisoned arrow replaced the much more 
ponderous outillage, but never replaced it completely. 

It is for the reasons aforesaid that I claim the Bushman to be the 
descendant of Upper Palaeolithic Man, and to have remained such until 
its ultimate disappearance, which took place yesterday, because as a unit 
he is no more. 


